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Federal Electlon Commission
999 E Street, N.W
Wasington, D.C. 20463
Re:  MUR 6200
Dear Mr. Jordan:

Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington (“CREW™) has become
aware of additional information relevant to the complaint we filed on June 24, 2009,
MUR 6200. On July 9, 2009, Paul Coggins, an attorney for Senator John Ensign (R-NV),
a respondent in that matter, issued the following statement:

hAmlmsummhmMﬁhuhIhmmummmuudnuumwuh
the form of a check totaling $96,000. MpﬂmWhSlmmmmm-muanduymm
complicd with mx relcs goveming gifts.

Afier the Seastor told his parents sbout the afTair, his parents decided 10 mehe the gifts out of concem for the well-being of
uu-dmmmﬁmmm.&Mﬂmmymnmm-mormmumnmw
the Hamptous

None of the gilts came fram campaign or ufficlal funds nor were they related 10 sy campaign or official duties. Senator
Frsign Sus couzplied with @l spplicable laws und Scnnte othics rules.

Paul Cogpim:
Fish & Richanison P.C.

Counsel for Scnator fohn Ensisn

The Washington Post subsequently reported that rather than one check totaling
$96,000, “the muney was disbursed in April 2008, in eight checks of $12,000 each, with
mMmhhMuﬂmmwMMMmdmmmm

Eamily, Washington Post, July 10, 2009(uExlnA) )

Sesmutor Ensign’s office sdbsequesitly contacted the ®avhington Post seeking a
corseetion to anniine siory, siiting “the alieged $25,060-pius seveanioe pryosnt e the
Hamatons thai some erities haws questtoned is piirt of the generous §96,000 gift Ensign’s
parents decides to giva to the Humptons.” Ad Kezpen, Hillsry Clintog), Back After
Bresk, Washington Post, July 15, 2009 (sttached as Exhibit B).
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Accordingly, it appears that Senator Ensign"s parents, Michael and Sharon
Ensign, may have each given checks in the amount of $12,000 to Cindy Hampton as a
severance payment for the lose of her positions as treasurer of both Ensign for Senate and
the Bantie Born Political Action Committee (“PAC™). Those two checks may constitute
illegal excessive in-kind contriSutions by fie Ensigns to both Eusign for Senate and the
Battle Bom PAC.

As you knew, the Federal Election Campaign Act limits an individual to
mmhﬂut&@wemmamﬂmmm:nhn&mfu
Senate. 2 U.S.C. § 441a(a)(1)}(A)\ Similaly, the Ast limits an indiwidus] to
$5,000 per year to a leadership PAC such ss the Battle Bom PAC. 2US.C.

§ 441a(a)(1XC). Accordingly, the maximum amount Michael and Sharon Ensign
together could contribute to Ensign for Senate in the current election cycle is $9,600.
The miaximum amount both Michael and Sharon Ensign could have contributed to the
Battlc Born PAC in 2008 wus $10,008. Accordingty, there is no way Micliacl and
Shason Emsiga souki have both made $12,000 severanee paymeonts w Cynthia Huson
withmtt violating thw doils limite of 2 U.9.C. §§ 441 2a)(1XA)&(C).

In adglition, saither Ennign for Scanie nov the Bastls Basa PAC repartod nuehdng
sny in-kind cent=Shutions fim either bficleel or Sharon Bnsign.  The 6silure to report an
in-kind contribution is a violation of 2 U.S.C. § 434(b)3)(A) and 11 C.F.R. § 104.13.

CREW respectfully requests that the Federal Election Commission add Michael
and Sharon Ensign as respondents in MUR 6200 and conduct an invesiigation to
determine whether Michas) and Sharon Ensign violated tie indivitiual doll4r limits on
wnﬁwhmwﬂnmpaimmmmeandlmhpPACmmmcmpdm
mmmﬂPACthhbﬁﬂmgbupmﬂ' utions.

Sintnly,.

4

L, i
MelnneSloln
Executive Direcior

Encls.
Qwhkamﬁlmﬂﬂﬂﬁumwmmmmsmwmify

that the the attached Consplaint sre, upam infermation and belief, true
Swomn pu 10 18 4.S.C. § 1001. Diskict of Cowmble: €8
,7"'.-4 /*‘ -u-unhhdnm.h m

Melanic Slosn - 7._"“
ﬁ““m“‘ae:—”ﬁ
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Che Washington Post

Emign" Pmnt’ We P.ymenu AVRETTY I .-v..._.‘M [T
to Mistress, Her Family -

Fngrat
v riters
Friday, laly 10, 2000

The wealthy parents of Sen. John Ensign (R-Nev.)
gave $96,000 last year to the staffer who was then his
misunss sxd to e femidy, his sttosszw ssid yesterday.

The gifs to Cynthia L. Hz=pvon xnd her Samily wose
given "out of concern for the well-being of longtime
family friends during a difficult time," accozding to
the lawyer, Paul Coggins.

The gifts roughly coincided with Hampton's departare as treasurer of Ensign's political committees, as

well as with the resignation ¢f her husband, Douglas, as Ensign's chief of staff, on May 1, 2008. Ensign

gmmmmmmnmummmmmmmh
Uit

The money was disbussed in Apri! 2008, in aight cleecks nf $12,000 each, with twn checks each for
Cynthia Hamptop, her husband and their two children, Coggins said.

Natural _Gas

He said the gifts complied with tax rules and.did not come from official or campaign funds. "Senstor
Ensign has complied with all applicable laws and Senatc ethics rules,” be sanl.

The disclosure comes a day after Douglas Hampton alleged that Ensign gave his wife a $25,000
scvaenoe pryeacait. Harpton has porway ed Pistge o olwessive i pursuit effis wife, seimasing a huser
in wisich Ensiign says i "ured” Cyseisin Haimgtan fior "my ama plammmne.”

Sinec Fmsign admitted the extramanita! affhir sevaml weeks ago, he and his defendess haie acrused the
Hamptons of making exorbitant financial demands but cienied that Ensign provided any severance
payments or other in] assistance for the couple. Ensign has said he has no plans to resign his

In an interview this weeli, Douglas Mar=nton aise aflegell thut Sen, Toon Cobarn (R-ORlL), a close
friemd of Extiign's, wped Iimsign % end the affair eariy 1ut year aisd suggested financial compensation
for the liwupion fanily.

Coburn's office acknowledged that he counseled Ensign to end the affair but denied suggesting any
finzaneial daal.
Yesterdgy, Cobumn told the Roll Call newspaper that he would refuse any attempts to compel him to

M&mm«uh&nm:h«mmahmhmlammmmcwahﬂ
privilege against such testimony as his physician and religious adviser.

http://werer.washingtonpost.com/vwp-dyn/conent/article/2009/0709/ARZ0090AM0238)_p... 7/1Y'2009
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'lviumlmghmuaphymmndumotdnmeddmn. Cobum said. "That is privileged
eommuﬁunmﬁltl‘mmavuluuybﬁb Nuulpdu-—miﬂu.notloawmbfhw

ned ts Aydoncly.®

But Melanie Sloan, a former federal prosecutor who is now executive director of Citizens for

Responsibility and Ethics in Washingtan, said that neithes privilege wozld apply to Coburn's case

wmmmummmmm-mmumm.mu
CIRY.

Sloau, whose group has filed an ethics complaint against Ensign, also questioned whether the $96,000 in
payments to the Hampton family might be viewed as a way around campeign rules that require reporting
sevesunce pmskages for emplomses such ss Cyntie Hampton,

Esaiga's father, Micheal, is a former onsind exenutive wiln eamad mare than $130 million in stock sales
and stock options while engineering the sale of the Mandalay Resort Group, which he headed, to MGM
Mirage. Michael Ensign has mare recently sought to get back into the gambling business by teaming up
with a development company in Topeka, Kan., to bid on operating a casino in south-central Kansas,
according to news reporta.

Reseurch editor Alice Crites contribsted w this report.
View_all comments that have been posted about this article.
Pug a Comment

View all comments that have been posted aboul this article.

Yon must Be logiasl in ® legve a cdosamst. Lugia | Rugister

Comments that include profanily or persons! sitacks or other inappropriste commenis or material will be remaved from the shte.
Addiionally, antrigs that are unsigned or contain “signatures” by somsone ather then the actual suthor will be removed. Finally, we
wiil take staps 1 biock users who viclaie any of ous posting standards, terma of use or privecy palicies or any other policies
goveming this alis. Pisses reviaw the full rules governing commentaries and discussions. You are fully responsibie for the contant
that you post.

© 2009 The Washington Post Company
Ads by Gomfs )
JCPennay™ Ofislaiite
Greet Selastion ang Low Prices inside Your Locsl JCPenney Slore
JCPunney oot
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The Washington Post
Hillary Clinton, Back After a
Break

By Al Kamen
Wednesday, July 15, 2009

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton kicks off
her worldwide "I'm Ba-aack” tour today, starting with
wiclit's buing billed &5 a "major pblisy address” at the
Ceencil on Foreign Relatians itere. Sha's then off

tomerrow on & wesk-long trip to ladia asd Theliand.

This will give her a chance to, um, reset har imsge
following a month on the sidelines after breaking her
clbow and then some embarrassment this week overa .

comment she muie in May: ”mmmhnlﬁmnhugemwwmmmguAndyoumonly
imagine whnt that's for.”

M‘m-thism-mm.iunHlﬁuq-hmhnabhwﬁdwm
cnabassy, and tapy've irven looking hard. "We don't have an Iranian mega-embassy,” a Nicaraguan
official told The Post. "We have an ambassador in a rented house with his wife."

State Department spokesman Zan Kelly was obliged to tel! reporiers Manday that "right now, there is no
major Iranian presence in Nicaragua.” That jibed with the view of one U.S. diplomat in Nisaragua, who
told The Post, "There is no huge Iranian Embassy being built, as far as we can ell.” (And this is not
Saddam Hussein's Iraq or Mahmoud Almadinejad's Iran. Things in Nicaragua are pretty findable.)

Ciiton apparantly hoerd this repnt framn 2 "foreign counterpast” while eter=ling a supwmit in Tritidad,
we vere teld. Unclear whothor she bothered 1o cleswk with her taff s thic embassy in Micarugua wr t
Fogsy Buitoms beiidse sk spuice alevt it, Kelly ssid, bua this so-callest imanittn thoest isaslaeen parking

the rounds of think-tank mnpumﬂmnmuﬂmmufwampleofmm
wedon‘twmtomﬂorthltmmlnmclmﬂ
DRAMATIS PERSONAE

Folks witching the not-quite-riveting Somia Ss¥owayor confirmition hearings this week Ty Nave
notived Cynthia Hogun, now counsel to Vioe Presiifent Biden, sitting behind the judge’s left shoulder.
We recall during the explosive Clarence Thomas hearings 18 years ago that Hogan, then a fop aide to
Biden widmen he chaired che Senate Judiciary Committee, sat behind him, a dozen feet or so from where
Thomas sat. This time, she's behind the witness, sitting to Sotomayor’s left.

Gaas 10 show you: In this tovn, the Sghis may change hut the protagenists gretty nmeh stay the same,
only moving sround to different comners.

Take Sen. Arien Specter (D-Pa.), Who just & couple years ago, when he was & Republican, chaired the

same committee. He is still there, albeit way down the dais, seated between Sen. Ted Kasfinan (D-Del.)
a former Biden Senate staffer who is warming a seat for the vice president’s son Beaw Biden, and Stuart

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/07/14/AR2009071403292_p... 7/17/2009
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Smalley. Must be weird.

10,000 LAKES, 2 PANELISTS

In honor of last night's bascball All-Star Gamc, we recall that the first Minnesota Twins used to be
called the Washington Senators until their move to the Twin Citics — Minneapolis and S¢. Paul — for the
1961 season. They arc still happily playing kascball there, fielding a pratty fair team over the yeass,
winning the World Series in 1987 and 1991 and several division titles.

The next Minnesots Twins cane into being in 1970, when Justice Harry A. Blacknun joined Chief
Justice Warren E. Burger on the Supreme Court and started voting pretty much in sync with the chief.
(That lasted only for a few years, umtil the lass libeml Justioe Willtzm J. Brennan Jr. pried Blackmun left
and he becarne a wolid liberal vate.)

The Inteat Minsesota Twins were unvailed Monday as Democratic Sens. Amy Klobuchar and Al
Franken took their seats Monday, as members of the Senate Judiciary Committee, for the Sotomayor
confirmation bearings.

Why is it that Minnesota and Wisconsin each have two members on the committee ~ fully one-third of

the majority Democrats' 12 seats — while states such as New York and California have but one and
many other states have none at all? '

1s Sunate Majority Laatler Harry AL Reid pleying eround with the amigmmenis? Most likely net.
Judisiary miglt be s high-gnefile cansmittce, but only during times like these. And membership often
involves some heavy lifting, some actual preparation, or you can look like a fool. It is not like
Appropristiogs, which is jnat a guestion of sheveling cut maney to the states or the federal gevesament.
BYE, PARTISAN

Noted in pussing. . . . |

George W. Busk's giwsts at Camp David just before he left office included Sen. Judd Gregg (R-Vt.) and
his wife. They spent the night there just a few weeks before President Obama asked him to be his
commerce searstary, the Associated Press reported, based on guest lists it has obtained.

But then Gregg changed his mind ehout joining the Obama Cahinet. Maybe somathing Bush seid . . .?
THE WAIT IS OVER

It's official: Obama has tapped former Agency for Intemational Development official Aaron Williams to
be the Peate Carps’ new director. :

Willinms, a founer Peace Corps volunteer, is the vice president for international business development
whhkﬂlnta;ﬁnmlmdhshlpddmbpuﬂmgeddmmhAﬁiuhﬁnAmﬁa.h
Middle Esstand Asia.

CORRECTION

talking about conversations with his forswer chief of staff Dosg Haniptor regexding Ensign's affairwith

WJW.WWW&MWM/I#WI%”Z _p... 7/17/2009
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Hampton's wife, we're advised by his office that Ensign has repeatedly declined any comment on this
matter and did not use that texm himsdif. An Ensign spokesman had taikell of Hiimptosfs "outrageous
demtensle” 't didn't use the E-waah

Also, his office says that the alleged $25,000-pius severance payment to the Hamptons that some critics
had questioned is pazt of the generous $96,000 gift Ensign's parents decidad to give the Hamptons.

Post a Comment

View 41l commmnts that have boen posted about this article.

You mmst be logged in %0 leave a comment. Login | Register

Comments that inciude profanily or personal aftacks or other ingppropriate comments or material will be removed from the sie.

Additionslly, entrias that are unsignad or contain “signatures” by someons other than the actual author wil be removed. Finally, we

will telep adops fo block users who violale any of our posting standards, tarms of use or privacy poiicies or any ather poiicies

ﬂmuu.mmhummummmm“wmunm
you post.
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